
CARSPHAIRN COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Minute of meeting held at 7.00pm on 27th November 2017 in Lagwyne Hall

Present:

Elected Members:

Liz Holmes (Chair)

Simon Holmes

Sylvia Sinclair (Vice Chair)

Andrew Metcalf
Matt Hickman (Minutes)

Anna Clark Kennedy 
(Secretary)

In Attendance:

Martin Temple

Trevor Molineux

Yasmin Akbar

Christine Whipp

Darren Challis (Treasurer) 

Steve Cowley

Fiona Clubb

Cllr Jane Maitland (part)

David McMillan

Michael Hansen

Hilary Hansen

Anna Campbell

1.   Welcome and Apologies.
LH Welcomed all to the meeting.
No apologies. 

2.   Declarations of Interest.
MH, SH and LH declared an interest in item 9c, Windy Standard access track.

3.   Approval of Minutes of meeting 30th October 2017.
The minutes were approved.
Proposed LH, 
Seconded ACK.

4.   Treasurer’s Report.
Attached.
 
5.   Police Report.
No police present.

6.   D&G Councillor’s Report.
Nothing to report.

7.   Vattenfall – South Kyle Windfarm Presentation
Despite previously agreeing to attend this meeting, Vattenfall had reconsidered and 
decided it may be perceived as unfair to attend a Carsphairn CC meeting when not 
attending others within the area of impact.
Councillors present at the joint meeting held in Dalmellington reported back regarding 
the benefit fund, Community ownership and the timeframe for the development. The 
presentation document and minutes of the meeting are attached. Concerns were raised 
regarding the impact on flooding caused by the clear-felling of timber for the project and 
the future of the house at Brownhills.

8 Matters Arising From Meeting 30th October 2017



a/ Raynet
Deferred
   
b/ U172 road repair
Agreed to wait until scaffolding for pylon erection removed. Revisit this issue in the new 
year.

c/ Community Garden Lights
The lights are now fully operational. SS, AM and SC were thanked for their 
perseverance. There was a discussion regarding the Christmas tree and lights.
ACTION
LH to source the tree
AM to purchase lights costing in the region of £100.

e/ Flooding data protection issues
In view of the commercial sensitivity of the information included, it was agreed to not 
make the report public. The CC will inform individual homeowners of the flood risk on 
their own properties if asked.
MH advised the Galloway Glens flood prevention report had recently been published. 
This is to be considered in more depth at the next meeting.

f/ B729 Verges and ruts.
There has still been no progress regardless of our reports of the dangerous state of the 
road. 
ACTION
ACK to chase via CCES.

g/ Christmas dinner
LH is progressing this, it will be held in the hall on Tuesday 12th December

h/ Complaint landline quality in Casphairn
The Openreach chief engineer has made contact and requested the telephone numbers 
of those affected by bad service so he can investigate further.
Residents are advised to forward their numbers to the correspondence secretary if they 
wish action to be taken. 
ACTION
ACK to contact engineer and advise of individual numbers particularly affected.

i/ Defibrillator costs
The shop has not replied to our request for an invoice to make payment for the costs of 
electricity as yet.

j/ Knockower felling
Councillor Dougie Campbell has made contact and is trying to arrange a meeting 
between residents and the forestry company to find a solution to the concerns regarding 
the transport of the timber on roads not fit for purpose.
Felling will not proceed until there is an agreement.
ACTION
ACK to make CCES enquiry to establish ownership of the U143 from the A713 to the 
bridge at Lamloch Church.

k/ Advance notice of felling licences
We are awaiting a reply from the Forestry Commission on this issue.
MH raised the prospect of a new 800 acre spruce plantation being planned in the 
Polquhanity / Bardennoch area he had been made aware of.

l/ Water on A713 at Drumjohn



Some drainage work has been completed but more is required. The flooding is worst 
between Stroma and the windfarm entrance.
ACTION
ACK to follow up via CCES

m/ Deer stocking density at Carminnows
As there are no livestock restricted under the dangerous wild animals act present, no 
planning conditions being breached and no concerns regarding animal welfare it was 
agreed no further action would be taken.

9.   Windfarms.

a/ Blackcraig Margree connection update.
SPEN are speeding the construction process up with the use of helicopters and hope to 
be finished by 19th December.

b/ Benbrack.
The developer has confirmed their attendance at the January meeting.

c/ Windy Standard 3.
The developer is investigating the potential of a new alternative access track to the 
Windy Standard development. A public meeting will be held in the near future.

d/ Cornharrow.
A public meeting will be held in the hall on 7th December 4 – 7 pm.
When emailed to ask about the absence of a request for community feedback re the 
scoping report, Justin Reid of Energiekontor said it was the local planning authority's 
responsibility for notifying consultees and collating responses.  CCC has had no such 
notification from the planning department with regard to either community response, or 
deadline date for a response. JR said to send any comments to him or direct to Chris 
McTier, the case officer at DGC. 
 

e/ Kendoon to Tongland reinforcement project.
The third round of consultations has begun and will run from 20th November to 26th 
January. Leaflets are being distributed locally. Concerns were raised regarding the 
transport of stone through the village.
ACTION
ACK to contact Stephen jack at SPEN to query stone transport

f/ Lorg / Longburn project update, response to appeal.
Following discussion it was agreed to write to the reporter and support DGC’s refusal of 
this planning application.
ACTION
ACK to email reporter.

g/ Windfarm developer revenue and business rates.
We have not had a reply to our request for an explanation of business rates 
contributions from windfarms.
ACTION
ACK to resend CCES enquiry and copy in JM.

h/ Windfarm benefits for all Carsphairn residents.
MH reported that the LEDS steering group had met and would continue its development 
of the idea in the spring.
An enquiry has been made into how individual home owners experiencing a reduction in 
property values can have their council tax banding re assessed. A reply is expected 
shortly.



i/ Awareness raising.
The hall committee has agreed to a double sided pin board to illustrate windfarms and 
community assets being placed in the hall. FC hopes to have this in place in January.

j/ Other windfarm matters
The Community Council has signed the community benefit agreement with Element 
Power relating to the Windy Rig windfarm. NATS and Prestwick airport have removed 
their objections to the development. It is expected a decision will be made at the 
planning meeting on the 7th December.

10.   Resilience group report.
Anne Rutherford is ordering items for the Resilience shed, this is still on-going. The 
council partly swept the pavements and cleaned the gullies to allow the water to flow, 
also contacted the council about the excessive water coming down past the telephone 
exchange and the Scottish water cabinet. SS proposed a vote of thanks to Trevor 
Molineux for all his on-going hard work.

11.   CCT report.
Attached.

12.   Planning applications.
It was noted that an application in Carsphairn had been listed under Castle Douglas and 
Crocketford Ward, not Dee and Glenkens.
ACTION
ACK to make planning department aware of this.

13.   Correspondence.
Distributed by the secretary

14.   AORB
Attention was drawn to the Glenkens Christmas party on 17th December at Balmaclellen 
village hall.

It was reported that water is standing on the A713 just north of Eriff.
ACTION
ACK to contact East Ayrshire Council   

Concerns were raised regarding the future of Carsphairn school. There is to be a 
meeting in February. JM assured that it is Scottish Government advice that rural schools 
should not be closed and that the whole community would be consulted should there be 
any change. JM also suggested we email her for further explanation of the reasons for 
the secondment of the school’s new principle teacher for 2 years.
ACTION
ACK to email JM. 

DC Advised that the craft and heritage centre had been restocked with crafts for sale 
and that the school Christmas fair would be held in the hall on Sunday 3rd December 12 
– 3 pm.

The meeting closed at 9.32 pm

Date of next meeting – 29th January 2018.



Carsphairn Community Council

Treasurer's Report for November 2017

Community Council General Transactions and Balance

Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £2,270.80
D&G Council Discretionary Grant 0.00 559.30 £2,830.10
Community Council Balance £2,830.10

Ring-fenced Transactions and Balances for Funded Projects:

Community Garden Electric Light Connection (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Balance £1,500.00

Community Garden (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £356.74
Martin Temple Maintenance 297.00 0.00 £59.74
Balance £59.74

Senior's Dinner (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £0.00
CREFL Grant 0.00 850.00 £850.00
Balance £850.00

Resilience Group (Fund Raising)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Balance £5.63

Resilience Group Equipment (CREFL / Stewartry Area Committee)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Brought Forward £1,228.72
Anne Rutherford Equipment 382.19 0.00 £1,228.72
Balance £846.53

Resilience Group Defibrillator (CREFL)
Payment Details Description Paid Out Paid in Balance
Balance £500.00

Ring-fenced Balance £3,761.90

Bank Account Balance as at start of day 27th November £6,592.00



Carsphairn Community Trust

Report – November 2017

Muirdrochwood Project:

CCT responded to the Forestry Commission felling consultation that planned to remove a 
third of the forest area. Following our submission, the local District Office have requested a
meeting with us which is due to take place next week. 

Our feasibility study continues and we hope to have  preliminary report from our 
consultants in the next few weeks.

Recreation Group:

1. Photography for Fun – the current block of sessions ends on 5th December.

2. Yoga – Monday sessions are still ongoing.

3. Ladies' Night – There was a very successful Ladies' Night held on Friday 17th 
November and there are plans for further nights during 2018. These will be advertised 
when details are available.

Updates continue to be put on the community website and notice boards in the village.



 

 

 

 

South Kyle Wind Farm Project 
Community Council Meeting 

Minutes of Meeting 
7pm, 13th November, Thistle, 16 High Street Dalmellington. 

 
 
 

Attendees: 
 
Sylvia Sinclair, Carsphairn Community Council 
Simon Holmes, Carsphairn Community Council 
Liz Holmes, Carsphairn Community Council 
Matt Hickman, Carsphairn Community Council 
Lorraine Mair, Dalmellington Community Council 
Martha McCracken, Dalmellington Community Council  
Jim O’Neil, Dalmellington Community Council 
Robert Laurie, New Cumnock Community Council 
Jerry Mulders, New Cumnock Community Council 
Eric Bennet, New Cumnock Community Council 
David Aitchison, Patna Community Council 
William Stephenson, Patna Community Council 
Alex Kirk, Patna Community Council 
Daniel Wills, Project Manager, Vattenfall 
Berry Jordan, Business and Community Investment Advisor, Vattenfall 
Joanne Hutchinson, Senior Communications Advisor, Vattenfall 
 

Welcome and Introduction 
 
JH Welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for attending.  
 
Introductions. 
 

Project update 
 
DW gave an update on the project. 
 
Up to 50 wind turbines consented on 30th June 2017.  Since the project was consented 
Vattenfall has been working on planning condition discharge ahead of construction.  The 
indicative timeline is to be up and running and connected to the grid in June 2021. 
 
DW also stated that onshore wind is one of the cheapest technologies.  This gives Vattenfall 
confidence that it can make an investment case based on the low cost of generation.  In 
addition, Vattenfall is planning to make a shared ownership offer, implementation of 
community fund and reaching out to the local supply chain. 
 
DW introduced Berry Jordan who provided an update on Shared Ownership and the 
Community Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Shared Ownership 
 
BJ informed the group that Shared Ownership is a new way for communities to engage with 
renewable energy and that Vattenfall are working to the Scottish Government Guiding 
principles on Shared Ownership.  
 
Vattenfall are offering the local community the opportunity to acquire an interest of up to 5% 
in the wind farm.  The investment has to be made through a Community Organisation, for 
example a development trust.  The investment will aim to generate a return which can be 
reinvested to support strategic or larger scale projects and priorities.  Long term investments 
will have the ability to go up and down. 
 
BJ informed the group that Vattenfall will work with renewable investment firm Abundance 
who enable Vattenfall to make and manage the offer within Financial Conduct Authority 
rules.  Local Energy Scotland has a team of dedicated officers to help the community with 
the offer.  They can offer impartial advice, financial and legal support to help the community 
understand and take up the investment opportunity and access to grants through CARES 
and REIF.   
 
In the next few months and years Vattenfall will help the community to understand the detail 
of the offer including the figures, finances and structure. 
 

Community Fund 
 
BJ updated the group that the Community Fund will provide £5,000 per MW installed every 
year for the lifetime of the wind farm. The fund will be launched when the wind farm starts 
operating. 
 
As the fund will be operating for a long time, Vattenfall will commence the preparatory 
discussions with the community to set the priorities and shape of the fund soon.  Vattenfall 
will run a full consultation locally including events, online surveys, speaking to the different 
sectors of the community to discuss and examine all the potential options.   
 
The group reported that there are a number of communities setting up development officers 
to do some of this work.  New Cumnock and Dalmellington currently have one. Vattenfall to 
take this in to consideration.  
 
The group undertook a general discussion of the scale and nature of the development 
including contractors that had been appointed. There was a further discussion on how 
Vattenfall will communicate information around opportunities for local businesses.   
 
The group discussed the felling and planting schedule associated with the development.  
DW informed the group that during felling, lorries will exit site from South West for Tilhill and 
at the North near New Cumnock substation for Forestry Commission Scotland.     
 
The meeting came to an end.  JH thanked everyone for their participation.  It was agreed 
that going forward contact would be kept through an email copied to all four community 
councils. 
 



SOUTH KYLE WIND 
FARM PROJECT  

Daniel Wills, Project Manager
Berry Jordan, Business and Community 

Investment Advisor
Joanne Hutchinson, Senior Communications 

Advisor 
13/11/2017



AGENDA

Project update

What are we working on?

Timeline

Local supply chain opportunities

Shared ownership

Community fund

Q & A



PROJECT UPDATE
� Up to 50 wind turbines consented on 30th

June 2017

� Since the project was consented we have 
been working with a local consultant in 
order to prepare commencement of 
planning condition discharge ahead of 
construction

� Indicative timeline – to be up and running 
and connected to the grid in June 2021

� Onshore wind is one of the cheapest 
technologies.  This gives us confidence that 
we can make an investment case based on 
the low cost of generation.



WHAT ARE WE WORKING ON? 
� Review consent decision

� Discharge planning conditions

� Engaging with landowners on next phase of the project

� Delivering a ground investigation programme

� Review financial model to ensure we have a viable business case in a post-
subsidy world

� Engaging early with turbine suppliers to ensure we achieve the best price and 
product for the project, as well as maximising local content

� Drafting a procurement strategy for Tier 1 suppliers

� Consulting on a shared ownership and community fund model



LOCAL INVESTMENT 
� Offer Shared Ownership in a way in which 

communities can directly invest in and benefit 
from their wind farm

� Encourage inward investment in to the area for 
the lifetime of the wind farm 

Where possible we will try to encourage and 
support : 

� Local businesses to become involved in 
construction and the supply chain for the 
wind farm

� Encourage Local Employment

� Community Benefits payments to support 
improvements to the local area, based on 
what communities tell us they want 



INDICATIVE TIMELINE

2019

Consultation phase for 

community fund.

Ongoing shared 

ownership work

2021

Finalise governance

Prepare for launch

Q2 2018

Begin awareness 

raising and 

research phase of 

Community Fund. 

Introduce Shared 

Ownership

2020 

Shape community 

vision

Agree governance 

of fund/ownership

Q2 2019

Construction 

commences

Q2 2018

Hold further 

supply chain 

events

Q4 2020 

delivery of 1st

turbine

Q3 2018

commencement 

of main felling 

programme



REGISTERING 600 BUSINESSES
It is Vattenfall’s aim to maximise the potential 
contracting opportunities for local businesses. 

� Interested local business can register on our website 
www.Vattenfall.co.uk/SouthKylewindfarm

� We will continue to keep all registered businesses up 
to date on the progress of the project as we develop a 
forward program



SHARED OWNERSHIP

� Shared Ownership is a new way for communities to gain from the benefits 
of renewable energy

� Shared ownership offers the community a financial stake in a commercially 
run wind farm, with the potential to earn a return from the energy 
produced

� We are offering the local community the opportunity to invest in up to 5% 
of the wind farm

� This must be done through a Community Organisation. 

� The investment will aim to generate a return which can be reinvested to 
support strategic or larger scale projects and priorities*.

* Capital is at risk and returns can be variable. Investments are long term and may not be readily realisable.



SHARED OWNERSHIP

� Vattenfall will work with renewable investment firm 
Abundance who enable us to make and manage the 
offer within Financial Conduct Authority rules

� Local Energy Scotland has a team of dedicated officers 
to help the community with the offer.  They can offer 
impartial advice, financial and legal support to help 
you understand and take up the investment 
opportunity and access to grants through CARES and 
REIF.

� In the next few months and years we will help the 
community to understand the detail of the offer 
including the figures, finances and structure. 



THE COMMUNITY FUND
• The South Kyle Wind Farm Community Fund will provide £5,000 per MW installed every year for 

the lifetime of the wind farm

• The fund will be launched when the wind farm starts operating

• As the fund will be operating for a very long time, doing the preparatory work with the community  
to set the priorities for its work is vital



THE COMMUNITY FUND – WORK TO DO
At this stage we do not know what the fund will look like, we will run a full 
consultation locally to discuss and examine all the potential options.

We want to have a full conversation with the local community on the 
possibilities. This will enable us to set the priorities and vision for the funding 
(both for Shared Ownership and community benefit)



THANK YOU 

Questions?


